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Mr. Speaker, this is a sad day for America. Contrary to what my friend from 
Massachusetts says, there is no drill, drill, drill, no change in this bill. There is not one 
drop of oil in this bill. And let me explain why.  

   I went to the Rules Committee and said that any oil produced under this bill will 
be challenged in lawsuits and there won't be a drop produced. Let's put a limit on the 
lawsuits. The Rules Committee said absolutely no.  

    Why did I do that? Last year, the Bush administration issued 487 leases in the 
Chukchi Sea. Environmental groups sued not 484 or 485 or 486. They sued every single 
lease.  

    There are 748 leases also in Alaska in the Beaufort Sea. The environmentalists 
have sued all 748.  

    There were 12 drilling plans filed last year with the Minerals and Management 
Service to produce oil off of Alaska. How many were sued? All 12. The Center for 
Biological Diversity, the Natural Resources Defense Council, every single lease has been 
challenged in court. We could solve that problem with limits, reasonable limits on 
litigation.  

But instead, the Rules Committee said absolutely no, we want no limits on 
litigation. Not only are there lawsuits filed by environmental groups against every 
existing lease in Alaska and the lower 48, they filed a lawsuit against all future oil leases.  

    Any American who believes this bill will produce one drop of oil is being 
deceived by the lawyers that will sue and sue and sue.  

 


